
 

 

 

FLAGSTAFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL RETURNS TO DOWNTOWN FLAGSTAFF 

FOR ITS 21ST ANNIVERSARY AND CONTINUES TO EXPAND EFFORTS TO 

COLLABORATE WITH THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

KICKING OFF OUR 21ST YEAR OF OPERATIONS, FLAGSTAFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL CONTINUES TO 

BRING THE BEST IN CULTURAL, SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND OUTDOOR-ADVENTURE FILMS FROM 

AROUND THE WORLD – AIMED TO CELEBRATE, PROMOTE AND NURTURE NON-FICTION FILMMAKING 

AND INSPIRE CHANGE. 

 

 

FLAGSTAFF, AZ – MARCH 20TH – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Flagstaff Mountain Film Festival (FMFF) supported by over 30 local businesses, organizations and artists 

announced its return to downtown Flagstaff on April 13-16th. FMFF will take place at the historic 

Orpheum Theater, but will also include many free and ticketed satellite events around town.  

 

ABOUT FLAGSTAFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL 

   

This film festival began in 2003. Two friends recognized a need to bring the outdoor community 

together to connect with each other, and to encourage people to be better custodians of the 

environment within which they enjoy their pursuits. Fast-forward to 2023, 21 years on, and it has 

become a four-day event, at multiple locations, with many collaborations and partnerships in downtown 

Flagstaff. Flagstaff Mountain Film Festival is a unique cultural event for Northern Arizona, providing a 



platform for emerging and seasoned independent filmmakers from all over the world. It uses the virtue 

of film, art and the sharing of ideas to inspire audiences to create a better world. 

In 2004, we created the Student Program, and it has grown through the years serving up to 1800 

students in the greater Flagstaff area. Post-Pandemic, for the past two years, our directors Ann-Marie 

Bringhurst  and Steve Rhode, a Flagstaff teacher, have been working together to increase engagement 

with the schools. Think of it as a student film festival within a festival!  

This year, the festival welcomes over 50 films to The Orpheum Theater, celebrating earth, rivers and 

canyons, outdoor and extreme adventure, adaptive sports, LGBTQ+ and transgender visibility, global 

cultures and local and global Indigenous Knowledge, practice and ceremony.  

On Friday April 7th  6-9pm Flagstaff Climbing will host a free event, screening some of the most 
important, moving, audacious and often hilarious climbing films of 2023. Feel free to bring a camp chair, 
crash pad or portaledge (not joking) if you have one to lounge on for the show! Otherwise, seating is 
available on the padded flooring.  
 
Join MOCAF on Wednesday April 12th 630-930pm, for MOUNTAIN MYSTERY THEATER 7000. For fans of 
silver screen satire and late night b-movie mayhem, this special screening is for you! Expect scenes from 
classics, duds, and local favorites filmed in and around Flagstaff, and live microphone comedic 
commentary and funny footnotes from some of your favorite local laughers and lip-flappers. Suggested 
donation at the door to support the organization.  
 
Given the recent unprecedented water lows in Lake Powell and the environmental impact this 

represents, Glen Canyon is a major theme across the festival. On Friday eve April 14th, at The Orpheum 

Theater ‘Rivers & Canyons,’ locals Dawn Kish & Cierra Murretta will present “Tad’s Emerging World- 

Glen Canyon Exposed” documenting a return to the canyon with an old Crown Graphic 4x5 camera, first 

used by the legendary photographer Tad Nichols 1950-63. An art exhibition at Hidden Light, will 

accompany Dawn’s film from Thurs April 13th- Sat April 15th, 10am-3pm.  

On Saturday eve April 15th, join us for one of the most widely anticipated feature of 2023.  Directed by 

first time Latin American director and Emmy® Award–winning cinematographer Pablo Durana and 

produced by Oscar®, Emmy®, and Peabody® Award-winning filmmakers Andrea Nix Fine and Sean Fine, 

"No Legs. All Heart" is a story about the true test of the human spirit, overcoming addiction, and the 

pain we endure to carve our own path in life. After years of addiction, struggle, and coming to terms 

with his life changing accident, André Kajlich aims to be the first double amputee to complete the Race 

Across America, a bone-crushing, sleep deprived, 12 day, 3,082 mile bike race that spits out 50% of able 

bodied racers.  

On Sunday April 16th, the film fest presents “Borderlands.” These Northern Arizona University (NAU) 

students continue to win awards for this film, and director Mackenzie Baradic will join for the event.  

Fleeing the 1980 Civil War in El Salvador, Dora Rodriguez, among a group of twenty-five asylum seekers, 

were abandoned by their guide and left to fend for themselves in the relentless Sonoran desert of 

Arizona in the Southwestern corner of the United States. Dora was one of only 13 survivors, and in later 

years, along with her daughter founded Salvavision, a nonprofit that supports migrants and returnees. 

Dora, Professor Robert Neustadt NAU, James Holeman of Battalion Search & Rescue along with 

https://salvavision.org/
https://battalionsar.com/


Mackenzie will be holding a panel discussion on border issues at Liminal Café and Community Center 

Sunday April 16th 11am-12pm. 

This year one of the fest directors Colleen Cooley, in collaboration with artist Jill Sans, photographer 

Amy Martin, and in partnership with Creative Flagstaff, Northern Arizona Association of REALTORS® and 

Downtown Business Alliance will bring some of the finalists of the K12 youth art competition ‘Through 

My Eyes’ to The HeArt Box. The public can view some of the selected finalists in the gallery Thurs April 

13th- Sat April 15th 12-6pm, and Sunday April 16th 12-4pm. Support these exciting young artists as they 

gather to talk about their art and share their diverse perspectives during the Youth Art Panel on Sunday 

April 16th, 10-11am at The HeArt Box. {See 2nd Press Release} 

On Friday April 14th at The Orpheum Theater, renowned author and naturalist Craig Childs, known for 

following ancient migration routes on foot throughout the Southwest will grace the stage for a spoken 

word and music repertoire like no other.  On Sunday April 16th from 4pm at Bright Side Bookshop, join 

author, explorer and defender of wild places Morgan Sjogren for a book signing for her new “Path of 

Light: A Walk Through Colliding Legacies of Glen Canyon.” This is a separate ticketed event; tickets are 

available through the Bright Side website.  

Virtual Reality (VR) will return this year in collaboration with Graham Hagerty and Professor Chris 

Johnson of the NAU Advanced Media Lab. This free event will take place Saturday April 15th 11am-2pm 

and Sunday 12-2pm at Liminal Café and Community Center. 

The festival has been working with a local partner nonprofit Azulita Project for many years now to 

ensure events are single-use plastic-free. So #BringYourOwn cup and water bottle to every satellite 

event in town and work to #ReduceReuseRethink 

On Sunday, April 16th 7-9pm, in ‘Ed Shred’s Sunday Service’ the fest have selected films that honor the 

adventurous spirit of the late world-renowned photographer and filmmaker Ed George, but also his 

dedication to telling the stories that really matter. This last screening is full of the kind of stories he 

would have loved and supported, including “Paatuwaqatsi/Water is Life” a film about the Hopi people’s 

ancient relationship with the Grand Canyon and the Little Colorado River featuring running activist 

Bucky Preston, Vernon Masayesva Black Mesa Trust CEO and Ed Kabotie.  

The fest are honored to announce local musicians Tha ‘Yoties will bring Flagstaff Mountain Film Festival 

21st Anniversary to a close. 

 

 

Support the festival! Donate to this little nonprofit with a big heart, and help the teams build 

programs for another 21 years 

DONATE 

 

 

 

https://www.azulitaproject.org/
https://flagstaff-mountain-films.square.site/


2023 FLAGSTAFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL COMMUNITY SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

JOIN US IN CELEBRATION OF 21 YEARS OF FLAGSTAFF MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL! 

 

 

DATE: April 13th-16th   

LOCATION: The Orpheum Theater 

TICKET INFO: Purchase 4-Day Passes and daily session tickets https://wl.seetickets.us/event/The-

21stAnnualFlagstaffMountainFilmFestival/533218?afflky=OrpheumTheater 

 

PRESS CONTACTS 

Board 

Dr. John Tveten, Executive Director | johntveten@hotmail.com 

Anne Walton, Festival Co-Founder, Programming & Creative Director |anne@flagstaffmountainfilms.org 

Dr. Maria Campbell, Sponsorships & Partnerships | mariashaunacampbell@gmail.com 

Colleen Cooley, Indigenous Program Director | colleen@flagstaffmountainfilms.org 

Staff 

Robert Henderson, Program Developer | rob@flagstaffmountainfilms.org 

Laura Kish Franke, Virtual Reality Program Developer | laurajeanfranke@gmail.com 

Ann-Marie Bringhurst, Schools Program Director | annmariedale@hotmail.com 

 

For more information, please visit: https://flagstaffmountainfilms.org/ 
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  Flagstaff Mountain Film Festival      @flagmountainfilm #flagmountainfilm  

 

https://www.facebook.com/FlagstaffMountainFilmFestival/
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